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executive director’s message

   I am pleased to share the news that next month I will have the privilege of formally introducing the inaugural Board of Directors members for the Minnesota College Access Network (MCAN). 
   The introductions will be made during a breakfast presentation hosted by the Travelers Foundation on Friday, May 30. During the program I will also be sharing highlights of recent activities and how MCAN is building a network to impact college pathways for all Minnesotans.
   In other news, I recently attended the Strengthening TRiO Connections and Collaborations Conference in Roseville, Minn. The compelling opening presentation inspired a new addition to the MCAN website, a list of local and national college access funders. Be sure to visit our Tools for College Access Programs/Centers page for links to funders.

   Finally, I would like to extend a warm welcome to MCAN’s newest individual member, Michele Kidwell; and newest nonprofit organization, Praxis Education Project. 

   To all members, thank you for collaborating with MCAN in order to ensure that every aspiring student in Minnesota has access to higher education.
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Jennifer Godinez

Executive Director


News and Links
National News 

Congress Taking Steps to Ensure College Loans
The nation’s credit crunch has claimed new victims: college students. On Thursday, April 17, 2008, the House backed a measure to keep college loans available. The bill raises limits on how much money eligible borrowers are able to receive under the federal program. Read Article.
Local News

Chris Barbic, YES Prep Founder, to Attend College Access Dialogue
On Tuesday, May 6, the HOPE Collaborative will be hosting a College Access Dialogue at Pillsbury United Communities. All those interested in creating opportunities for college access and college success are invited to attend. Chris Barbic, founder and Head of School at YES Prep in Houston, Texas, will speak. For more information or to R.S.V.P., please contact Audrey Appelsies.
Websites
User Friendly Tools Provided to Navigate College Financing Options
Last month, the Education Finance Council (EFC), an association of nonprofit and state-based student loan providers, unveiled their Financial Literacy homepage. The page will be populated with key resources, such as: What is student financial aid, Budgeting 101, and EFC’s Guide to Credit.
To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here,

Questions or comments? Email us or call Jennifer Godinez at 651-645-7400 ext. 203
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