



College Connector Team Certification

Teams will identify a minimum of 5 individuals to participate over five months (February to June).  These individuals will commit to attending one day long session each month. 
In addition to a series of general college access trainings that all participants will receive, each individual will also receive training and certification in one specific area: 1) Outreach and Family Engagement 2) Career Exploration 3) Early Awareness and Preparation 4) Selecting and Applying or 5) Financial Aid and Scholarships. Teams will be asked over the course of the 6 months to work together to develop a college access implementation plan which encompasses all 5 areas for their service area and will share this plan at the final session.

The average cost of training your team is $5000, but the cost to you is FREE due to grant funding by the federal College Access Challenge Grant.  Additionally, MMEP will assist with the following resources: some assistance with mileage and transportation costs, lodging assistance for teams traveling more than 3 hours, breakfast and lunch on training days, materials, certification and a small additional training fund for each team. 

Teams must register by contacting Amanda by January 23, 2012 to be eligible to participate in the College Connector Certification. 

	
	
	TOPIC

	February
	General
	State of College Going in MN

· Introduce Series

· Build Base Knowledge

· Team Formation 

	March
	General
	Networking

· Team Formation

· Building on Basics

· Learn to Utilize Community Assets

	
	Outreach/Family Engagement
	Elements of Successful Outreach

	
	Career Exploration
	Tools for Exploration K-8

	
	Early Awareness/Prep
	Early Awareness Activities- K-8 timeline

	
	Selecting & Applying
	Timelines & Deadlines

	
	Fin Aid & Scholarships
	Financial Aid Basics

	April
	General
	Data & Research

· Using Data and Research

· Team Formation

· Additional Resources



	
	Outreach/Family Engagement
	Curriculum and Tools for Family Outreach

	
	Career Exploration
	Iseek.org and exploration tools

	
	Early Awareness/Prep
	Timelines 9-12th grade & Dual Enrollment

	
	Selecting & Applying
	Campus Visits and Fit

	
	Fin Aid & Scholarships
	FAFSA & CGS

	May
	General
	Culturally Responsive Outreach

· Team Formation

· Skill Building

· Cultural Competency

	
	Outreach/Family Engagement
	Culturally Responsive Outreach Part II

	
	Career Exploration
	High skill, high demand, high wage jobs

	
	Early Awareness/Prep
	Academic Prep & Testing

	
	Selecting & Applying
	Applications, Rec Letters and Essays

	
	Fin Aid & Scholarships
	Scholarship Detectives

	June
	General
	Policy and Advocacy for Access & Success

· Team Formation

· Skill Building

· Advocacy Building

	
	Outreach/Family Engagement
	College Going Culture

	
	Career Exploration
	Vocation & Calling

	
	Early Awareness/Prep
	Out of School Time & Service/Internships

	
	Selecting & Applying
	Transitioning to College- May-Sept.

	
	Fin Aid & Scholarships
	Beyond the FAFSA

	Final Celebration
	General
	Final Projects and Graduation

· Team Project Delivery

· Celebration

· Sending Forth/Graduation



	
	Outreach/Family Engagement
	elements and feed back from team proposal

	
	Career Exploration
	elements and feed back from team proposal

	
	Early Awareness/Prep
	elements and feed back from team proposal

	
	Selecting & Applying
	elements and feed back from team proposal

	
	Fin Aid & Scholarships
	elements and feed back from team proposal



