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· Only 11% of American Indian students graduating from Minnesota high schools met the college readiness benchmarks set by ACT in all four areas: English Composition, Social Sciences, College Algebra and Biology, in 2006.

· In 2006, 3,383 American Indian students in Minnesota enrolled in a post secondary education program. Only about 1,285 of these students attended a four year college. 

· Only 19% of Minnesota’s American Indian students who enroll in postsecondary education have completed any degree after 6 years.

· There are 4.1 million Native Americans and Alaska Natives, constituting 1.5 percent of the U.S. population. Each of the more than 560 federally recognized tribes is legally a sovereign nation within the nation.

· Twenty-five percent of all Alaska Natives and Native American live below the poverty line, double the national rate. At Tribal Colleges, entering students have incomes that average $13998, or 27 percent below the poverty threshold.

· Native students have the lowest college completion rate of all ethnic groups. The percent of American Indians who have at least a bachelor’s degree is the lowest of all racial/ethnic groups.

· More than a third of all American Indian students are 30 years or older. Most (65 percent) are financially independent. Almost 20 percent of American Indian undergraduates were independent students with incomes lower than $20,000. 

· American Indian students are the second most likely racial/ethnic group after Black, non-Hispanic student to have dependent children while enrolled in the higher education (32 percent). Almost 8 percent of American Indian undergraduates have dependents other than children.

· The overwhelming majority of American Indian students apply for financial aid.  80 percent in 2003-04 applied for some type of and 60 percent applied for federal financial aid.

· American Indians were second most likely to receive financial aid (67 percent) after African Americans (76 percent). However the average amount received was the second lowest ($6413). American Indians were the third most likely group to receive Federal Pell Grants (33 percent), but their award was one of the lowest ($2444) in comparison with other racial/ethnic groups.

· About half of American Indian students have remaining need after financial aid; of those with remaining need, the average amount is $4207.
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