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· At any time there are approximately 300,000 of foster youth between the ages of 18 and 25, the prime college-going years. About 150,000 have graduated from high school and are college-qualified. Of these college-qualified foster youth, about 30,000 are attending some type of postsecondary education.

· Nearly 19,000 Minnesota children live in foster care. 1 in every 116 children in Minnesota has a substantiated report of child abuse and neglect. 

· In Minnesota, youth 13 to 18 were overrepresented in the out-of-home placement system. Fifty –two percent of children in out-of-home care were 13 and older. 

· Children of color were overrepresented in the foster care population for Minnesota. Fifty-one percent were Caucasian; 20 percent African American; 12 percent American Indian and Alaskan Native; 8 percent Hispanic and 2 percent Asian. Eight percent were of two or more races; and almost 7 percent had heritage unknown or not reported.
 

· Fifty-two percent of the children in foster care homes were from the Twin Cities’ seven county area and the remaining 48% were from the 80 outstate counties. 

· Foster youth are frequently financially insecure, engage in delinquent and violent behavior, are in prison, are homeless, abuse alcohol and drugs, engage in high risk sexual behaviors, have early pregnancies and have untreated health problems. Over 54% have diagnosed mental illness. 

· Foster youth dream big: a Casey Family Programs report found that 68 percent planned to attend college; and 22 percent intended to further their education beyond college. However, the rate at which college-qualified foster youth attend postsecondary education (20%) is substantially below the rate at which their peers attend (60%).

· These youth also are often not aware of the college opportunities available to them and they do not have the practical knowledge and skills to successfully navigate the college application process. These youth often perceive the cost of college as a more insurmountable barrier than it is.

· Foster youth often find that the process of applying for federal financial aid using the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) becomes in itself a barrier to getting the money needed for college due to the “special circumstances” these students face regarding their family stories.

· 91 percent of the foster care alumni at four-year public colleges received some form of financial aid, compared with 69 percent of non-foster care undergraduates. At community colleges more than three-quarters of foster care undergraduates received aid, versus less than one-half of other students.

· Due in part to their lower income status, a higher share of undergraduates from foster care received financial aid and they generally were awarded high financial aid amounts than other students.

· If a foster youth receives a maximum Pell Grant ($4050) and a maximum ETV ($5000), he or she still does not have enough grant money ($9050) to pay for even full-time study as a commuter at the average price public community college ($11,000).

� Wolanin, Thomas R. Higher Education Opportunities for Foster Youth, A Primer for Policy Makers. The Institute for Higher Education Policy. December 2005.


� Minnesota Statistics, Children’s Law Center of Minnesota. 2008.


� Foster care: Caring for Children in out of home placement. Minnesota Department of Human Services. April 2008.


� Foster care: Caring for Children in out of home placement. Minnesota Department of Human Services. April 2008.


� Foster care: Caring for Children in out of home placement. Minnesota Department of Human Services. April 2008.


� Wolanin, Thomas R. Higher Education Opportunities for Foster Youth, A Primer for Policy Makers. The Institute for Higher Education Policy. December 2005


� Wolanin, Thomas R. Higher Education Opportunities for Foster Youth, A Primer for Policy Makers. The Institute for Higher Education Policy. December 2005


� Wolanin, Thomas R. Higher Education Opportunities for Foster Youth, A Primer for Policy Makers. The Institute for Higher Education Policy. December 2005


� Wolanin, Thomas R. Higher Education Opportunities for Foster Youth, A Primer for Policy Makers. The Institute for Higher Education Policy. December 2005


� Davis, Ryan J. College Access, Financial Aid, and College Success for  Undergraduates from Foster Care. NASFAA. July 2006


� Davis, Ryan J. College Access, Financial Aid, and College Success for  Undergraduates from Foster Care. NASFAA. July 2006


� Davis, Ryan J. College Access, Financial Aid, and College Success for  Undergraduates from Foster Care. NASFAA. July 2006





