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· 4 percent of the population in Minnesota is African American, compared to 12 percent nationwide.

· The poverty rate among African Americans in Minnesota is 32 percent, making Black students the most likely of any student group to be low-income in Minnesota. 

· Only 5% of African American students graduating from Minnesota high schools met the college readiness benchmarks set by ACT in all four areas: English Composition, Social Sciences, College Algebra and Biology, in 2006.

· In Minnesota, only 59% of Black males graduated high school in 2007, compared to 86% of White males.

· According to research from the U.S. Department of Education, White Americans are nearly twice as likely as Black Americans to have earned a bachelor's degree by the age of 29.

· 62 percent of Black students are women and 37 percent are men. Between 1977 and 1997, the increase in the number of Black females receiving credentials was up to four times greater than the increase in the number of Black males receiving credentials. 

· In 2006, 15,168 African American students enrolled in post secondary education in Minnesota. Of these students, only 5,460 enrolled in a four year institution. 
 

· 709 African American students in Minnesota completed a four year degree in 2006. Another 1,578 completed a certificate or associate degree program. 

· 50 percent of Black men in their 20's who lack college education are jobless, as are 72 percent of high school dropouts. These are more than double the rates for White and Hispanic men.

· Black males have consistently low educational attainment levels, are more chronically unemployed and under-employed, are less healthy and have access to fewer health care resources, die much younger, and are many times more likely to be sent to jail for periods significantly longer than males of other racial/ethnic groups.

· By their mid-30's, 30 percent of Black men with no more than a high school education have served time in prison, and 60 percent of high school dropouts have served time.

· In every state, the proportion of Black men in prison exceeds their proportion in the general population. In Minnesota, a Black man is 26.8 times more likely to be in prison than a White man.

· More black males receive the GED in prison than graduate from college. For whites under 18, 105 out of 100,000 are incarcerated; for black youths the rate is three times as high, 350 per 100,000. 

· Criminal conviction has an affect on college choice and the ability to pay for college. Many colleges deny entry to applicants who have been convicted. Federal aid is affected by drug conviction- in the 2003-04 academic year, about 41,000 applicants for federal student aid were disqualified because of drug convictions.

· The shift from need-based aid to merit-based aid has affected Black males disproportionally, as they are among students most likely to be from low-come backgrounds and have financial need and among those least likely to access student loans.
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