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· The Pew Hispanic Research estimates the number of undocumented immigrants in Minnesota to be between 55,000 and 85,000.

· Roughly 65,000 undocumented children, who have lived in the United States for five years or longer, graduate from high school each year. 

· Only between 5 and 10 percent of undocumented high school graduates go to college.

· Over 3 million, U.S. born children are living in households headed by undocumented immigrants.  If a citizen student has an undocumented parent without a valid social security number, they should use 000-00-000 for the parent on the FAFSA for financial aid.

· No federal or state law prohibits undocumented students from attending public colleges or universities. Although they can legally attend most colleges, they are not eligible for most forms of financial aid.

· Federal law does prohibit undocumented students from receiving federal loans and grants, including work-study jobs, nor are they eligible for state assistance in Minnesota.

· In 2007 Governor Pawlenty signed the Higher Education Omnibus bill. This bill contains a flat-tuition proposal for 7 community and technical colleges. Also, the bill included language to make permanent a tuition-waiver-pilot-program at 11 other MnSCU colleges and universities. This means that by Minnesota law, undocumented students are guaranteed access to in-state tuition rates at 18 Minnesota colleges and universities.

· Participating Minnesota schools include: Minnesota State University Morehead, Southwest State University, Northwest Technical College Bemidji, Central Lakes College, MN State Community and Technical College, MN State University Mankato, MN West College, Northeast Higher Education District, Northland College, Bemidji State University, Ridgewater College and South Central College, St. Cloud State University.

· 10 states have passed legislation allowing undocumented graduates of state high schools to pay in-state tuition for colleges and universities. These states are: Texas, California, Utah, Washington, New York, Oklahoma, Illinois, Kansas, Nebraska and New Mexico. These states base eligibility on ca combination of state K-12 school attendance, graduation or equivalency and not on residency. Minnesota most recently considered this in the 2007 legislative session.  

· The Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act, which addresses both access to financial and immigration status for undocumented students, would provide an estimated 360,000 undocumented high school graduates with a legal means to work, and could provide incentives to another 715,000 youngsters between the ages of 5 and 17 to finish high schools and pursue post-secondary education.
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