Local community resources that can help you save on costs!
MN Post-Secondary Child Care Grant:  If you are attending higher education in the state of MN, is a MN resident and will be paying for childcare while you are in class, stop by your financial aid office and ask for an application.  For further details go to http://www.getreadyforcollege.org/gPg.cfm?pageID=140

www.coveringallfamilies.org:  Quick, easy and confidential screening process to help you find out if you may be eligible for state and federal programs like free/reduced lunch, MinnesotaCare, etc.

Start an Individual Development Account (FAIM Program and Community Action Programs): It’s a savings program that helps provide matching dollars for home-ownership program, attending college or starting your own business.  Check our http://216.168.86.179/about/directory.cfm for more information and to find the agency that serves your county.
Ways to Work:  Helps low to moderate income families qualify for a low-interest car loan for working families.

Auto Technical Inc. (ATI): Receives donated vehicles.  Student mechanics repair vehicles to be resold at affordable prices.

Metro Rideshare:  Save on commuting costs. It’s free to sign up.

Metro’s Go To College Pass:  Most metro area colleges offer discounted bus pass to students enrolled in college.  For more information, check out http://www.metrotransit.org/groupDiscProg/gotocollegepass.asp
Fare for All:  Helps families buy food packages at affordable prices

Local Websites:  www.minneapolis.craigslist.org and www.twincitiesfreemarket.org  are websites where you can acquire and get rid of and obtain household items at no charge.  Also, www.thebeehive.org (this is the national website-you can click from National to Twin Cities area for local resources) the beehive is run by United Way and offers a variety of useful information and connects you with local area resources.
Accountability:  Is a local non-profit organization which does income taxes for free for low income families
Telephone Assistance Program (TAP):  Sometimes referred to as Link-up is a reduced rate on basic telephone service.  You can qualify by income, however if you have receive energy assistance within the past year you can automatically qualify by calling you telephone carrier and mentioning this program

HousingLink.org:  Offers up-to-date listings of affordable housing in the metro area.  You can also search for privately-owned subsidized housing.  
Check out your local community centers & school district websites: An example of a great service in the St. Paul school district is their Rec Check Program where many community centers in St. Paul offer free after-school care with a snack and parents can pick them up for free by 6:00 PM Mondays-Fridays.
INSTEP:  Located at 2608 Blaisdell Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55408 it is an agency which offers affordable drop-in childcare.  Call with questions 612.872.1741 or check our their website at http://www.jabbokfamilyservices.org/
Energy Assistance Programs:  Contact your energy provider or look up for local Community Action Program for apply for energy assistance and conservation programs.

www.helpmnsave.org is a website geared to helping people living in MN to reduce debt, find community resources and gain assets.
Don’t forget to check out your local area thrift stores and consignment shops for affordable clothing and household furnishings!

