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[bookmark: _GoBack]Date:	January, 2012
To:	Presidents, Vice-Presidents for Academic Affairs, and Other Administrators
From:	Brenda Larter, Program Assistant  
	Financial Aid Programs	

Subject:	Summer Academic Enrichment Program Application


Please submit a program application no later than February 3, 2012.

The Minnesota Office of Higher Education (OHE) is pleased to announce the 2012 Summer Academic Enrichment Program for students completing grades 3 to 11. This program is made possible by the federal College Access Challenge Grant awarded to OHE. 

The Office is seeking applications from summer academic enrichment programs sponsored by Minnesota’s postsecondary institutions and nonprofits. These on-line applications will be used to determine program eligibility and can be accessed at: https://www.ohe.state.mn.us/ssl/summerEnrichment/programApp1.cfm. Approved programs must be in-state and provide, as their primary purpose, academic instruction supporting student enrichment in curricular areas of communication/language arts, humanities, social studies, social science, science, mathematics, fine or performing arts, or foreign language/world languages and cultures. 
The program will provide a stipend to cover all or a portion of the fee for attending approved summer academic enrichment programs. Postsecondary institutions and nonprofits sponsoring eligible programs will not receive an initial direct institutional allocation. Stipend funds will be disbursed by OHE on an actual student award basis. Students must be Minnesota residents completing grades 3-11 and qualifying for free or reduced price lunches. Students in grades 7-11 must have earned at least an overall “C” average or its equivalent for the most recently recorded academic term (semester/quarter/trimester) or have earned at least a “C” average or its equivalent for the most recently recorded academic term in the subject area applicable to the summer program the student wishes to attend. 
The amount of each student’s stipend will be based on the fee for the summer academic enrichment activity up to the maximum stipend of $1,000. Stipends made possible by this grant will allow students from low-income families throughout the state to attend summer academic enrichment programs. Programs must provide an opportunity for students to gain exposure to the college environment and improve their academic skills in order to be better prepared for college. The on-line application for students to apply for funds will be available February through August 2012.
It is important to note that this program should not be confused with the newly-created Summer Transition Grant Program just implemented during the summer of 2010. That program provides grants to students attending summer bridge programs after high school graduation. 
I encourage you to contact me at (651) 355-0612, or by email Brenda.larter@state.mn.us, if you have questions about the Summer Academic Enrichment Program. 
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